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MEMORIAL. 



" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth ; 
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their 
works do follow them." — Rev. xiv. 18. 

Samuel Heaton was born in the town of Plattekill, 
Ulster Co., N. Y. ? on the 24th of 6th mo., 1802. His 
parents, Dr. Adna and Clementina Heaton, were es- 
teemed ministers of the Society of Friends, and widely 
respected and beloved for their genial dispositions, sound 
judgment, and exemplary lives. They labored faithfully 
to instil into the minds of their children the precepts 
of the Gospel, and to impress them with the importance 
of adopting in practice the manners and morals con- 
sistent therewith ; thus strengthening them to avoid 
and overcome the snares and temptations of an unre- 
generate world. 

The school education of Samuel Heaton was limited 
to the few branches taught at that time in common 
schools ; yet, possessing a very inquiring mind, he ap- 
plied his leisure to reading and study, and by persever- 
ance acquired a general knowledge of most of the 
sciences of the present day, and an intimate and extensive 
knowledge of several of them. 

He was thoughtful in early life on religious subjects, 
respectful to his parents, and correct in his deportment, 
whicli rendered him a good example to his associates, 
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He was early led to value the Holy Scriptures for the 
hope of eternal life which they reveal, and as he ad- 
vanced in years eminently realized the promise of a 
growth in grace. 

His perceptions of truth were clear, and he was en- 
abled to maintain a full faith in Christ Jesus as the only 
hope of salvation through all the various trials and 
vicissitudes of life. 

He was married the 30th of 9th mo., 1824, to Lydia 
H. Gerow, daughter of Elias and Elizabeth Gerow, and 
settled on a farm in the town of Plattekill, within the 
limits of Friends' meeting at the valley, where he re- 
sided until his death. Many Friends can testify of his 
large-hearted hospitality, and of the domestic and social 
comforts enjoyed under his roof. His circumstances in 
life were such as called for close diligence to business, 
and it is believed that few have performed more labor 
with the hands than he. 

Quite early in life his usefulness in our Society began 
by his acting as clerk of the Preparative Meeting, and 
after his marriage we find his name and usefulness inti- 
mately connected with the business of all the meetings to 
which he belonged ; having served as clerk for many 
years in his Monthly and Quarterly meetings. 

In 1845 he was appointed to the station of Elder, 
which position he acceptably filled until 1857, when he 
was acknowledged a minister of the Gospel ; having for 
a number of years previous to this been often acceptably 
engaged in the ministry of the Word as the Spirit gave 
utterance. 

The remembrance of his ministry and the fervency 
of his prayers remain very precious to many ; the bap- 
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tism of the Holy Spirit appeared always with newness 
and with power. In these exercises humility of spirit 
seemed his clothing, yet he was often led to give such 
full and clear expositions of gospel truth, and such 
touching invitations to receive it, as were confirming 
and comforting to the faithful, and awakening to the 
careless hearer. 

Especially earnest was he in entreating the young to 
regard the importance of their own example, and in 
reminding them of their great responsibility on this ac- 
count ; as thereby we are continually exerting so great 
an influence, either for good or ill, on those around us. 

His travels in the ministry were not extensive, being 
mostly confined to the limits of our own Yearly meet- 
ing, and more particularly to the neighboring Quarters. 
At times he felt called to labor among the scattered 
ones, as in the highways and hedges; thus imitating 
our great Exemplar, who came to seek the lost, and 
was ever ready to minister to the wants of the poor and 
outcast. Thus, as ability was afforded, our friend 
proved himself " a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the. word of truth." (2 Tim. 
ii. 15.) 

His views of one of the great wants of our Society 
were thus given in a conversation on the subject. He 
believed that if there were more faithfulness and obedi- 
ence, vocal prayer would be more frequently heard in 
the family circle, both from parents and children, and 
would tend largely to our growth in grace. 

In the Bible class, of which he was teacher for about 
eight years, he was untiring in his efforts to bring out 
the best fruits, often by example and entreaty calling 
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forth more freedom of expression, and awakening dili- 
gence in inquiry. Once, when some of the younger 
members excused themselves for absence on account of 
being tired, he said, " I have walked here after labor- 
ing hard all day ; I never expect to grow old or plead 
excuse ; l?ut shall labor on to the last ;" thus teaching 
the value of these opportunities for instruction, and the 
danger of absence from trivial reasons, lest we miss of 
receiving the blessing. He endeavored to make his 
class feel as children of one family, and would some- 
times in great tenderness admonish them, for fear of neg^ 
lecting duty. 

By vocation a farmer, he was alive to improvement 
in . agriculture and horticulture, hailing with interest 
every new fact and principle ; surrounding his home 
with the beauty of shrub and flower, testing new fruits, 
and contributing in many ways to the spread of correct 
taste and information on these and kindred subjects. 

The laws which the Creator has impressed on ma- 
terial things as unfolded in the natural sciences, received 
his careful study : to mineralogy he was especially de- 
voted, and to the collection of a valuable cabinet of 
minerals from various parts of the world. 

Not less to him was the lesson from the minute crys- 
tal or fossil shell, than from the glory of starry sky 
and harmony of revolving worlds ! He recognized the 
wisdom, perfection, and benevolence of God in the mys- 
terious laws by which the elements are brought into 
form and substance useful to man, as well as in the 
crowning part of the same great plan — the impression of 
his law on the hearts of men, and the marvellous pro- 
vision for their salvation. 
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The intimate connection of science And religion, the 
corroboration of the inspired records by the researches 
of science, the triumphant refutation of atheistic and 
infidel theories by the same — proving Nature and Reve- 
lation to spring from the same author — such were topics 
upon which he loved to dwell, not only in public lec- 
tures and essays, but often in conversation and in the 
ministry allusion to these evidences of the attributes of 
the Creator served to lift our thoughts to Him, " in 
whom we live, and move, and have our being ; " " whose 
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting." — 
Acts xvii. 28, and Micah v. 2. 

Yet his learning was never displayed in ostentation, 
but with the humility of the little child he studied with 
a single purpose, as expressed in his own words : 

" Art thou pursuing science ? 
A laudable pursuit ; — 
But scan thou well the motive 
That lieth at the root, 
And if it be God's glory, 
Then good will be the fruit" 

Iu an essay on the Bible found among his writings, 
after enumerating many of the fulfilments of prophecy 
as proofs of the authenticity of the Holy Scriptures, he 
closes with the following : — 

" Though we might add to the above the exact fulfil- 
ment of many other predictions concerning nations, 
cities, and individuals, and crown the list with those 
concerning the Saviour of the world, and his predictions 
of the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple; yet 
when the awakened sinner is given to see and feel his 
need, he finds their teaching bo perfectly applicable to 
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his condition, their prescriptions so entirely adapted to 
the disease of his soul, and the enjoyment which they 
4>roffer so satisfying to the longings of his spirit, that 
he asks no other evidence ; but joyfully accepts and ap- 
preciates them, not only as authentic, but as the richest 
visible treasure bequeathed to the world." 

He was also a warm advocate for the cause of Tem- 
perance, and gave time and energy to the subject. 

In his removal from these scenes of active labor, we 
deeply feel that we have sustained a great loss. The 
First-day School and Bible Class will miss his enliven- 
ing care and encouragement, and society a valiant ad- 
vocate of every right effort for human improvement. 
Especially will he be missed in all the tender relations 
of the family circle, as a living member of the militant 
church, on whom we have much leaned for counsel, and 
as a faithful watchman on the walls of Zion. 

But He who is too wise to err, too good to be unkind, 
in tender love for our souls has thus taught us to cling 
more closely to Himself, that we likewise, cheerfully 
and patiently bearing the cross, through the paths of 
self-denial and holiness, may hear the answer, " Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord."— Matt. xxv. 23. 

His last interview with his beloved sister, Sarah 
Gough, whose life in the Gospel ran parallel with his 
own, is thus beautifully described by one who was 
present in a notice published in the Ellenville Journal : 

" A few hours before her death her brother (Samuel 
Heaton, who in four short weeks joined her in glory) 
said to her, ' Sister, I must leave thee now ; can I ask 
anything of the Master for thee ? ' The reply given, 
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with her hand in his, and the love of the Bister and the 
saint transfusing her pale face, was, ' Brother, ask for 
strength to endure His will, I am all ready — 1 am only 
waiting.' And oh, what a prayer was that, in which 
the brother carried the sister's needs to the ear and heart 
of Him who seemed truly there s in the midst of us.' 
It seemed then, as now, that both were already ' within 
the veil,' and that theirs was even then 'the joy of the 
redeemed ; ' that the premonition of their early meeting 
on the shores of the 'better land ? had taken away 
the grief that would otherwise have saddened their 
hearts." 

In about two weeks after thus parting with her, he 
was attacked with inflammation of the lungs. Neither 
the skill of the physician nor the kind attentions of 
loving friends could arrest the progress of the disease, 
and on the 11th of 11th mo., 1869, he departed this life, 
in the 68th year of his age. 

From the first of his sickness he seemed impressed 
with the conviction that it was unto death. 

Although his bodily sufferings were severe, mentally 
all was peace. No word of impatience escaped his lips. 
He asked at one time if he had manifested much irrita- 
bility, remarking that if with his naturally irritable dis- 
position he had been preserved from it, through such 
extreme bodily pain, it was not in his own strength, 
the praise all belonged to the Lord. 

The only expression that showed to us all the agony 
he endured was, " Lord, in mercy cut short thy work." 

At another time he said, " My sufferings are severe, 
but what must be the condition of those who at such 
a time have to endure also the pangs of an accusing 
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?> conscience? Oh what a time must this be to make 
one's peace with God 1 " He said he did not wish to 
manifest undue anxiety to be released, but felt that his 
day's work was done; that there was nothing to bind 
him to earth but love for those dear to him, and he 
could willingly commit them to Him who careth for the 
widow and the fatherless. 

He expressed' strong desires that tfye First-day School 
and Bible Class should be supported ; spoke of them as 
the nurseries of the church, and felt that the prosperity 
of our Society depended largely upon them. 

He said what caused him most regret was his fail- 
ure in times past to perform his whole duty in the 
social circle — to speak more of Jesus and the things 
pertaining to eternal life ; that in social intercourse he 
had allowed worldly things to occupy too great a por- 
tion of the time. 

He expressed his feelings at one time in these words : 
" I have felt, if it were my Heavenly Father's will, I 
should prefer now to lay down the armor. I feel full 
confidence that the immaculate blood of Christ has 
atoned for all my transgressions. That He who in 
mercy made such a gracious reply to the thief on the 
cross, when he said, ' Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom,' will in the same wondrous 
mercy remember me. I feel that my justification is 
only through the righteousness of Christ. I have not 
the strength to tell my dear wife and children all I 
have felt during these few days of illness, but they have 
been days of richest blessing to me. I have not, I 
think, had one rebellious thought from the first." , 

His life went out in a marvellous prayer of faith, 
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praise, and thanksgiving ; — faith in the atoning power 
of the blood of Jesus Christ to cleanse from all sin, and 
in the reality of a future life — (a blessed foretaste of 
which seemed granted to him) — praise to the Father for 
his goodness toward the children of men — thanksgiving 
,that he had lived in this age of the world, that he had 
been permitted to see this time, when many were turn- 
ing unto the Savipur, — and earnest solicitations for the 
advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom, and the 
strengthening of the walls of Zion. With the last 
words his spirit was released. 
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